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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

TUESDAY, 26TH OCTOBER AT 1100AM
WALK ON HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE

Hammersmith Bridge, statutory listed Grade 2*, is currently closed to traffic due to structural 
defects. This is another look at the bridge and our Chairman will tell us about its history and 
designer Sir Joseph Bazalgette, Chief Engineer to the Metropolitan Board of Works. There 
was a previous suspension bridge built in 1827 and there is another 'Hammersmith style 
Bridge' in existence at Marlow in Buckinghamshire and a much larger version in Hungary!  
We will then take a walk along Lower Mall and look at the many period houses along there. 
Afterwards, if you wish, adjourn to a local for refreshment. 
Meet at the entrance to the bridge on the Hammersmith side, a short walk from Hammersmith 
Broadway. 
FREE 

Copies of the updated book “Hammersmith Bridge” jointly published by FHHS and Barnes 
& Mortlake Historical Society will be available at £10. It has been revised to be up to date on 
the current position, re-edited and with many more illustrations and some colour photographs. 
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WEDNESDAY, 10TH NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM
THE 49TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND A TALK ON QUEEN CAROLINE 

(Please note a new venue)
VENUE: St Etheldreda's Church, 528 Fulham Palace Road, SW6 6JF  (Entrance in Doneraile Street)

Buses 220, 74, 430 stop outside or opposite the church and is 4 stops along from St Clements 
Church Hall toward Putney

49th AGM AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the 47th AGM 
3. Annual Report (see below) 
4. Hon.Treasurer's Report and Balance Sheet 
5. Election of Officers and Committee 
6. Election of the Independent Examiner
7. To consider amalgamation with Hammersmith and Fulham Historic Buildings 
Group. (see below)
8. Any other Business  

Annual Report
As everyone is aware we have had almost 2 years of restrictions that have severely 
constrained our activities.  We have tried to keep FHHS alive with the website and 
Newsletters.  What should have been a celebratory  50th year has been most subdued.  The 
tone of the last 2 years has been very much looking forward but as restrictions have lifted 
events and meetings are once again possible. 

Item 7.  There is a proposal to be put before our members that the FHHS should amalgamate 
with the Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Buildings Group. The reason is simply because 
both Societies are finding it difficult to find members to fill committee and officer posts and 
help run the show. At this stage the proposal is to simply, by majority vote, to approve 
discussion between the two respective committees. There is no commitment at this stage, it is 
up to the members to decide the Society's future. If you cannot attend the AGM in person then 
send your yes/no vote by email or letter.

NOMINATIONS for officers and committee (new members especially) are invited and can be 
made at the AGM or to any Committee member prior to the meeting. New Committee 
members are an urgent requirement for the society to continue. 

After the AGM there will be a brief illustrated talk by Keith Whitehouse on Queen Caroline, 
wife of King George IV, who died in Fulham at Brandenburg House.two hundred years ago 
this year.

POSTPONEMENT
Due to ill health the riverside walk to be led by Susan Richards has been postponed until next 
year.

JANUARY 2022
As this year is the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the FHHS.it is proposed to 
celebrate this next January with a party at Pryors Bank and hopefully launch Sue Pierson's 
new publication on Parson's Green.
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OTHER EVENTS

SATURDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER 
WEST LONDON LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE 
This year the theme is the Thames and its virtual see poster:

Here is the link: www.ticketsource.co.uk/west-london-local-history-conference/t-ajzjzz 

FUTURE EVENTS 
We still aim to organise a trip to Old Oak before the arrival of HS2.   We will reschedule 
the previously planned tour of the Cinema Museum and our Chairman will be giving a talk 
on the Borough's significant old buildings.  If you have ideas for a future event or could 
deliver one then please make contact fulhammoat@gmail.com 
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REVIEW

MONDAY 26 JULY
MARGRAVINE CEMETERY 
This was a guided visit led by Robert Stephenson here he gives us a synopsis.
On an afternoon in July about fifteen FHHS members had a tour of Margravine cemetery,  
adjacent to Barons Court Tube station. This 16½ acre cemetery is not on a main road and 
is almost completely surrounded by tall brick walls with the gardens of Victorian housing 
beyond. Its potential to become a forgotten backwater is countered by the nearby Tube 
station from which issues a stream of patients bound for Charing Cross Hospital at the 
opposite end of the cemetery.

Despite being the final resting place of over 83,000 Hammersmith residents it is sparsely 
populated with headstones except along the central avenue where the larger monuments 
congregate. The explanation is that in 1951 it was designated a Garden of Rest and huge 
numbers of the older and more derelict monuments were removed. Since then it has been 
managed as a park, although in the last few years a small number of burials have been 
allowed in the space where two impressive lines of elm trees once stood either side of the  
central avenue. A favoured activity of the Friends group, since its formation a dozen years 
ago, has been to plant trees, each one with official permission, and some areas have more 
trees than headstones. In 1985 the cemetery became part of the local conservation area 
and being a well-kept open space it has been awarded the Green Flag for several years.

It was originally opened in 1869 as Hammersmith Cemetery but about seventy years ago it  
was renamed Margravine Cemetery to honour a remarkable local resident, the would-be 
actress,  travel  writer  and firebrand,  Lady Craven (1750-1828).  After  the death of  Lord 
Craven, by whom she had had six children by the age of thirty, she married a former beau 
His Serene Highness the Margrave of Brandenburg, Anspach and Bayreuth. She thereby 
acquired the title of Margravine and the couple took up residence in Brandenburg House 
near  the  cemetery.  Here  they hosted magnificent  soirees  in  their  grounds  beside  the 
Thames where a theatre was built for her spirited dramatic performances.

All the disagreeably overcrowded churchyards in Hammersmith were rightly closed in 1854 
in accordance with the Metropolitan Burials Act of 1852. However, the protracted gestation 
period that followed to open a compensatory cemetery is a story of farcical incompetence. 
The  burial  board  took  another  fifteen  years  to  open  a  cemetery,  an  abysmal  effort 
considering contemporary maps show the surrounding area was mostly open countryside.  
In the intervening years residents were forced to pay elevated fees for burial outside the 
borough.

All the cemetery’s buildings, which included two chapels, three lodges and a Reception 
House,  were  the  work  of  local  architect  George  Saunders.  His  Anglican  Chapel  was  
demolished in 1953 but the smaller Non-conformist Chapel survives and its Gothic exterior  
was inspected by members.

The cemetery possesses a modest number of interesting graves. Top of the list would 
once have been Sir Emery Walker (1851-1933) who joined forces with William Morris on a 
number of printing enterprises and whose house by the river is still open to the public. His 
cremated remains were interred in his parents’ grave as still stated on their headstone. 
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However, some years ago they were removed to Sapperton in the Cotswolds, a sad loss 
for a cemetery guide. Nevertheless, we still  have Roy Byford (1873-1939), who was a 
large  and  very  popular  actor,  who  played  the  rumbustious  roles  in  Shakespeare.  His 
performances can be judged from a dozen films he made towards the end of his career. A 
humble family headstone tells the sad tale of a mother and her nine-year-old son who 
perished in the Princess Alice disaster on the Thames in 1878 when over 600 day trippers 
were drowned. Nearby is a much grander monument in bronze commemorating George 
Broad  (1840-1895),  a  Hammersmith  foundry  owner  who  cast  the  statue  of  Eros  in 
Piccadilly Circus, a very early use of aluminium for sculpture. 
His  own  self-cast  monument  is  a  splendid  example  of  the 
artistry of the notable Italian sculptor Aristide Fabbrucci. Also 
on the central avenue is the grave of George Wimpey (1855-
1913) who founded the building contractors responsible for the 
1908 Olympic Games stadium and the famed White City. His 
monument  is  a  broken column of  finely  polished granite,  a 
debateable choice for a builder. A few yards further on is a 
large white marble cross to Abe Smith (1845-1923), who spent 
time in New South Wales prospecting for gold. On its base is a 
dear  little  carving  of  him  sitting  in  his  prospector’s  hut 
dreaming of  Hammersmith.  Opposite  is  the cemetery’s  only 
mausoleum created by the Young family in 1883 following the 
devastating death of their son, Frederick, aged just eighteen. 
Next to this stands the War Memorial of J. Lyon’s & Co, which 
had its  headquarters  in  Hammersmith.  The  monument  was 
removed from the company’s  former playing field  at  Greenford and re-erected here in 
2002.

The most recent monumental restoration was funded by Historic England from a budget 
set aside for centenary commemorations of the First World War. A new sign tells how a 
few days before the Armistice in 1918 an explosion at W. E. Blake’s munitions factory in  
Wood Lane killed 13 people. This was unwanted news at a time of universal euphoria and 
received  little  press  coverage.  Local  MP,  mayor  and  later  cemetery  resident,  Henry 
Foreman (1853-1924), felt that this was unfair on the victims and paid for a communal 
grave marked by a rugged granite cross. Because of its local historical significance it was  
listed Grade II in 2017, one of six listed monuments in the cemetery.

Margravine  cemetery’s  Reception  House  is 
an  attractive  octagonal  building  with  a 
steeply pitched roof and its purpose was to 
store  coffins  prior  to  burial.  It  owes  its 
existence  to  a  survey  of  urban  burial 
practices  published  in  1843  by  Edwin 
Chadwick (1800-1890). This discovered that 
20,000  families  in  London  were  living  in 
single  rooms  and  when  a  death  occurred 
they  had  nowhere  else  to  store  a  coffin. 
Chadwick was appalled and his   proposals 
to alleviate such problems were incorporated 
into the Metropolitan Interments  Act of 1850. 

The Reception House was listed Grade II in 2016 and is the only free-standing example of  
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its type in a London cemetery and the reason for this is that shortly after its construction 
undertakers began providing chapels of rest. As the evening shadows lengthened FHHS 
members entered the dimly lit interior to see the stone slabs around the walls capable of  
accommodating five  coffins.  Finally  attendees were  invited  to  partake of  drinks,  kindly 
provided by the Friends of the cemetery, under a yew tree.

TUESDAY 10 AUGUST 
ASKEW ROAD WALK 
This was led by Caroline MacMillan and was enjoyed by those who attended but only 
5 managed.  We put this down to hesitancy about getting out and about in groups. It 
is hoped that now the COVID situation has improved members will feel happier to 
use public transport and partake in events.  Those who missed the walk may like to 
get a flavour by looking back at our post on 27 May 
https://fhhs.wordpress.com/2021/05/27/a-short-history-of-askew-road/ or better still 
book a tour with Caroline at her website http://www.westlondonwalks.co.uk/ .

NOTES
YOUR COMMITTEE
We urgently need a significant injection of new talent into the committee, in particular the 
following positions necessitated by moves out of the area and personal circumstances:

Honorary Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor

None of these roles are onerous but would benefit from some new attention. They are 
being fulfilled temporarily by members with other heavy commitments.  In particular 
anyone with knowledge of social media and or website use in a non-technical way would 
be most welcome. (We use Wordpress so the emphasis is on content and not on coding.  
So would suit anyone familiar with Microsoft Office or using blogs).

MEMBERSHIP & FRIENDS OF FHHS
We have an extensive email contact list of Friends many of whom live outside the borough 
but wish to maintain contact.  Our paying members are a rather smaller list and we send 
out our Newsletter by email to most who have an email address and by post to those who 
haven't or have specifically requested a physical copy.  It is important to keep up your 
subscriptions which are £12 or  £8 for concessions payable to Acting Hon Treasurer 78 
Harbord Street LONDON SW6 6PJ.  Members will get the first invitation to our events; only 
later being extended to others.  Our current Membership list includes those who have paid 
in either of the last 2 years, understanding that many have not been able to get out and 
about and payment of subscriptions was probably not at the top of people's priority list.
We will continue to notify friends and members of new posts on the website. 

PUBLICATIONS
There is an extensive list of publications on our website including the new edition of 
Hammersmith Bridge contact Sue Pierson for orders, 020 7731 6544 or  
sue@lancepierson.org.  Sue and her husband have been busy finalising the publication of 
her latest book – 'Parson's Green – the irregular triangle'  which should be launched later 
this year.
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To: FHHS Hon Secretary
78 Harbord Street, LONDON, SW6 6PJ
or  fhhslist@gmail.com

From:

Address:

Postcode:

Email:

Telephone:

AGM ITEM 5

I am prepared to volunteer for the FHHS Committee to keep the society running in its 
present form.  In particular as:

A committee member helping with events and meetings  YES/NO

As an Officer eg      Membership Secretary  YES/NO
Hon Treasurer YES/NO
Webmaster  YES/NO
Newsletter Editor  YES/NO

tick one or many.

AGM ITEM 7

FHHS should consider amalgamation with Hammersmith and Fulham Historic Buildings 
Group:

YES/NO 

Please post or copy and email to the address above.
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