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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Member,
This year is the 50th anniversary of the formation of the Fulham & Hammersmith Historical 
Society established May, 1971, by the amalgamation of the Fulham History Society, 
founded 1934, and the Hammersmith Local History group founded 1955.
Historically, Hammersmith was part of the Manor of Fulham that existed before the 8th 
century AD. As the societies were covering the same history and as the Deputy Borough 
Librarian was Hon.Secretary of both societies, it seemed sensible to create the new 
Society. 

I joined the Fulham History Society in the late 1960s so am probably the oldest member.
The two societies have a long record of publishing books and maps on our history and this 
year there are two books. A new edition of Hammersmith Bridge and a history of Parson's 
Green by Sue Pierson to be published shortly .Hopefully, a celebration of the 50th 
anniversary could be held with the launch of the new publications.

The Society has been at the forefront to preserve our historic buildings. The year the 
Society was founded,1934, we saw the loss of Fulham Vicarage in spite of protests. The 
site is now the War Memorial Garden next to Fulham Church. Two successes, the saving 
and renovations of 17th century Sandford Manor, formerly part of Fulham Gasworks and 
the 18th century Fulham House, Fulham High Street. A sad loss was The Granville Theatre 
of Varieties at Fulham Broadway in 1971.

The pandemic has been a trial for everybody and the suspension of activities due to social 
distancing. Only one death has been reported to us, the husband of a member. Hopefully, 
the situation will return to some sort of normality in the coming months.
Our first meeting will be a visit to Margravine Cemetery on 26th July led by Robert 
Stephenson who has already guided us around Brompton and Kensal Green Cemeteries.
Please support this visit and future events as your Committee works hard to arrange these 
for you.

We are in desperate need of new Committee members and are looking for an 
Hon.Treasurer, Newsletter editor and Web master.
Looking forward to meeting many of you again.
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

These initial events are planned in the expectation of the lifting of restrictions but with a 
care to ensure that everyone can feel comfortable to meet in the open. A fuller 
programme will be provided in the next Newsletter.

Monday, 26 July at 2.30pm
MARGRAVINE CEMETERY 
A Guided visit led by Robert Stephenson
Meet at the Cemetery entrance in Margravine Gardens, 2 minute walk from Barons Court 
Station

Originally called Hammersmith Cemetery opened in 1868 as a replacement burial ground 
for St Paul's, Hammersmith that had become full.
There are 3 listed monuments,:

- one to George Broad owner of the 
Hammersmith Foundry at Shepherds 
Bush,he cast the Eros statue at 
Piccadilly Circus ,
- a memorial to an Australian gold 
prospector with a bas relief of him and 

- a mausoleum to the Young family.

Local notables interred are Sir William Bull 
and Sir Henry Foreman former MPs of 
Hammersmith.  Also George Wimpey founder 
of the construction firm. Memorials to WWI & WWII, there are 191 service personnel 
buried and the J. Lyons war memorial to fallen company employees.  There are several 
interesting buildings, a gothic chapel and a mortuary house.

The cemetery was closed to new burials in 1951 and is now designated a Nature 
Conservation Area of Local Importance.

Charge is £5 including refreshments payable on the day.

Tuesday 10 August at 1000
ASKEW ROAD WALK 
Led by Caroline MacMillan this walk is especially for FHHS members at 

a reduced charge. Meet at 10 am outside the 
Methodist Church on Askew Road, corner of 
Bassein Park Road (See photo right) and 
opposite the Ginger Pig butcher's shop.  The 
photo left is from the early 1900s so there has been plenty of 
change and much to discover. We will aim to limit numbers to 
a dozen so that all can hear.  The Walk would last about 2 
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hours from 10 am.

If interested please contact  JaneBowdenDan@aol.com or 020 7736 4544.  There will be a 
charge of £5 payable on the day.

Tuesday 7 September at 1030
FURNIVAL GARDENS TO ST NICHOLAS CHISWICK 
Susan Richards will lead a walk along the Thames taking 
in the interesting and historic features of this stretch of 
the river. Not least of these is the wonderful 
Hammersmith Terrace which seems to have been the 
focus of so much in the literary and art world with a 
smattering of social reformers too.  Of course this route 
also passes a famous boating club and one of the 
remaining major London breweries, finishing at a Church; 
so something for all tastes. Lunch on Chiswick Mall would 
be a fitting end. Meet at Furnival Gardens 1015 for 1030. 
Buses back to Hammersmith and Fulham are plentiful.

OTHER EVENTS

4 or 12 September
OPEN HOUSE LONDON
This popular annual event begins again after last year's enforced gap full details at: 
https://open-city.org.uk/open-house

FUTURE EVENTS 
We aim to organise a trip to Old Oak before the arrival of HS2.   We will reschedule the 
previously planned tour of the Cinema Museum and our Chairman will be giving a talk on 
the Borough's significant old buildings.  If you have ideas for a future event or could 
deliver one then please make contact fulhammoat@gmail.com 

REVIEW

During this dreadful period of lockdown and restriction we have been unable to organise 
meaningful events.  We have done our best to provide interest through our website 
although perforce this has been patchy and has been difficult to sustain. Our thanks are 
due to Maya Donelan of the Fulham Society and to Peter Trott of Shepherd's Bush. As our 
Chairman has mentioned this year marks the 50th anniversary of the society in its 
present form and we are determined to provide a worthy programme of events from when 
the restrictions are properly lifted through into next year.  We are looking at  different 
venues that provide improved facilities and are more central.  Also we will need your 
support in gathering new members to ensure a positive future and are particularly keen to 
encourage younger members.  
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NOTES

YOUR COMMITTEE
We will need a significant injection of new talent into the committee, in particular the 
following positions necessitated by moves out of the area:

Honorary Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor

None of these roles are onerous but would benefit from some new attention. They are 
being fulfilled temporarily by members with heavy other commitments.  In particular 
anyone with knowledge of social media and or website use in a non-technical way would 
be most welcome. (We use Wordpress so the emphasis is on content and not on coding.  
So would suit anyone familiar with Microsoft Office or using blogs).

MEMBERSHIP & FRIENDS OF FHHS
We have an extensive email contact list of Friends many of whom live outside the borough 
but wish to maintain contact.  Our paying members are a rather smaller list and we send 
out our Newsletter by email to most who have an email address and by post to those who 
haven't or have specifically requested a physical copy.  It is important to keep up your 
subscriptions which are £12 or  £8 for concessions payable to Acting Hon Treasurer 78 
Harbord Street LONDON SW6 6PJ.  Members will get the first invitation to our events; only 
later being extended to others.  Our current Membership list includes those who have paid 
in either of the last 2 years, understanding that many have not been able to get out and 
about and payment of subscriptions was probably not at the top of people's priority list.
We will continue to notify friends and members of new posts on the website. 

PUBLICATIONS
There is an extensive list of publications on our website including the new edition of 
Hammersmith Bridge contact Sue Pierson for orders, 020 7731 6544 or  
sue@lancepierson.org.  Sue and her husband have been busy finalising the publication of 
her latest book – 'Parson's Green – the irregular triangle'  which should be launched later 
this year.
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