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VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Member,
This is only the second time, since the Society was founded in 1934, that meetings and 
activities have been suspended or cancelled. The other time, in quite different 
circumstance, WWII.
On behalf of the Committee I wish you and your family keep well and hope the situation 
returns to normal some time in the near future.

Keith Whitehouse.

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Given the extraordinary measures in place to limit COVID19 we cannot go ahead with our 
usual programme of visits and meetings.  However we will endeavour to maintain interest 
in local history through the newsletter and the website www.fhhs.ork.uk, and have a 
provisional programme which we can adopt when the situation improves. This follows:

21 APRIL  
HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM – THEN AND NOW

Fulham and Hammersmith have progressively 
reinvented themselves several times as circumstances 
and the mighty City of London have dictated.  At this 
particular period there were a number of large houses, 
safe from the perils and dirt of the City but near 
enough for a gentleman to conduct any business.  
They were surrounded by market gardens, nurseries, 
farms and minor businesses servicing the city.  Over 
time the houses became expensive to maintain and 

land very valuable.  Keith planned to tell the story of these and other significant buildings 
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and the survivors like Bradmore House here or Hurlingham.  Perhaps you can reel off 
some names that live on in our network of streets: Peterborough, Broomhouse, Ranelagh, 
Mulgrave, Ravenscourt.
We believe this is unlikely to be possible in April and we hope we will be able to return to 
this at a later date, having whetted your appetite.

11:00AM ON 12 MAY 
VISIT TO LONDON CINEMA MUSEUM SE11 4TH (Elephant and Castle area)
This was planned to be a guided tour and will go ahead if the restrictions are lifted and 
the Museum opens again.  http://www.cinemamuseum.org.uk/ 

Please contact Chairman Keith Whitehouse at fulhammoat@gmail.com or on 7 385 3723 
nearer the date in advance of the event if interested. The Museum charge £7.

11:00AM ON 6 JUNE
BILLINGSGATE ROMAN BATH HOUSE AND MUSEUM AT ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER
The City of London reveals its Roman heritage 
everytime buildings are redeveloped.  This site, 
not far from our last City visit to the temple of 
Mythras, has a remarkable Roman Bath with its 
lower courses intact. This should be fascinating 
but as it involves lots of standing and there are 
steep stairs perhaps it may not be for everyone. 
Please contact Jane Bowden-Dan at 
janebowdendan@aol.com as soon as restrictions 

are lifted as this will 
be a booked tour 
with firm numbers. £9 for a Roman Bath, £7 for Seniors.  If 
time and access  permits we will go to All Hallows by the 
Tower where they have a museum in the Crypt, part of the 
original Saxon Church, featuring Roman and Saxon artefacts 
and church items since 16th Century. That should build up a 
thirst and quest for lunch.

4 JULY
PARSON'S GREEN FAIR
Again if restrictions are lifted the Committee aim to run a stand with information, 
publications etc.  We would like to attract more younger members so do tell neighbours, 
relatives and friends to visit our stand.
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11:00AM 21 JULY
MARGRAVINE CEMETERY
This will be a guided tour, COVID 19 permitting, 
and will visit the memorials to many of the great 
and good, and celebrities of the area.  This is a 
well laid out and cared for cemetery so should be 
an interesting tour.  Please notify our Chairman 
Keith Whitehouse at fulhammoat@gmail.com if 
you intend to come along and restrictions have been lifted. There will be a charge of £7 
for the tour towards the Friends of Margravine Cemetery.

THOUGHTS FOR SUMMER AND AUTUMN EVENTS 
We may well have to run some of the above events in the Summer or Autumn.
We have in mind to have another tour of Hammersmith Bridge in August, for those that 
missed it.   We also are exploring a talk in October from the Marine Society on 
Hammersmith and Fulham boys who went to sea.  
Suggestions are always welcome; speak to a Committee member or email 
fhhslist@gmail.com .

OTHER EVENTS

WEST LONDON LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE
This year's WLHC theme will be “celebrations” including a talk by our Chairman but it is 
now delayed until the restrictions are lifted.  There will be more information on our 
website in due course.

REVIEW OF EVENTS

TUESDAY  12th NOVEMBER  7:30PM
SHOW AND TELL
This was a little disappointing and we will only hold a 'show and tell' again when we can 
anchor it around a progress report or short brief from the FROG -Thames foreshore group, 
other societies or similar sources of news and interest.

TUESDAY 7th JANUARY  7:00PM
ANNUAL BUFFET
The decision to hold our annual buffet in January was deemed a success, with good 
attendence, a good draw and quiz.  Very social, we will try this formula again.

TUESDAY  4th FEBRUARY  7:30PM
MAKING A LIVING FROM HISTORY, BY 
MAKING HISTORY LIVE
We had a fantastic and fascinating talk on 
the first Tuesday in Febuary about how the 
history of this enigmatic period of the 
Roman story is brought to life through the 
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medium of podcasts. Robin Pierson researches, writes and performs these pieces to the 
microphone and most of the nearly 200 are freely available on the web with some 
supporting material on the website https://thehistoryofbyzantium.com  If you missed this 
excellent talk you still can dive into podcasts right now; look it up. 

TUESDAY 3rd MARCH  7:30PM

49th AGM 
The Chairman and Hon Treasurer delivered their Annual reports. 
The committee and independent examiner were re-elected, there being no other 
volunteers.  Following a brief discussion it was approved that the subscription should be 
increased to £12 with concessions at £8 and couples £15 for new members and from next 
year. The Newsletter will be sent by email where possible unless specially requested.
Our apologies for the lack of the usual refreshment at the AGM.

LONDON BRIDGE AND ITS HOUSES BY DORIAN 
GERHOLD
Dr Dorian Gerhold  Chairman of the Wandsworth 
Historical Society has recently produced a splendid 
book for the London Topographical Society of this title. 
He gave us a fascinating talk about his research that 
enabled the creation of an entirely new reconstruction 
and understanding of the dwellings and shops on the 
bridge. A mixture of painstaking research of leases 
and other documents held by the City, Computer 
Aided Design and brilliant artistic interpretation. This 
amazing structure dominated the Thames and the heart of London and seems so 
improbable now but here was the proof.  The leases on the houses helped to fund the 
maintenance of the bridge. It only diminished in importance when the centre of commerce 
moved a little further away and due to the rising need for more traffic to cross the bridge 
unimpeeded.  The King and City ordered the removal of houses and they were cleared in 
about 1760.
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QUICK QUIZ

Given that we may well be in “lockdown” for some time here is a quiz as an isolation 
activity.  All of the questions can be answered from our website but will be known to most 
regular attendees at our talks and walks. We will put the answers on the website a month 
later.
                                                                                          

        1.  Which famous artist lived in this pleasant house?
                (west of Hammersmith)

2.  Who is this lady and what did she do?
            (snappy outfit!)

 3.  What did this imposing gent do?
           (Mr W Bird JP )

             

4. Where and what church is this?
         (Clue 4 weddings & a funeral!)
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        5.  Where and what is this building?

6.  Where is this decorative panel?
      (note the pigeons!)

          7. In which city church is this appalling clash of styles?

8. What was this building and what happens there 
now? The lens may distort this large building.

                     (Clue funds to fabrics!)

   9. This cemetery is unique why?
    and what is its Royal connection?
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NOTES

WEBSITE
Do visit www.fhhs.org.uk    regularly, best if you sign up at the top right of the home page 
for updates, that way you will get an email when there is a new post.  During the 
“lockdown” we will try to publish regular blog posts about items of possible interest. Do let 
us know if you have ideas.

PUBLICATIONS
Do look at our publications list on the website or Contact Sue Pierson on 020 7731 6544 or 
email: sue@lancepierson.org postage will be quoted at time of order.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The committee thank all those who have raised standing orders and those who have paid 
separately. A very special thanks to those who have deliberately overpaid or made 
additional donations this is all a great help.  If not a member already you can join at our 
meetings or through the website, where you will also find our publications. Whilst we have 
a substantial mailing list we cannot afford to send printed newsletters in future to those 
that have not paid subs. To help, as you may have read above, we have raised the subs to 
£12 or £8 for concessions and a new rate of £15 for couples. This will apply to new 
members and next year for cheque payments and those who can change their standing 
orders.  Enquiries to: 
fhhslist@gmail.com or Hon Treas FHHS, 49 St Peter's Terrace, London, SW6 7JS. 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
We already send our newsletter to all for whom we have an email address please let us 
know by email (above) if you prefer to receive the printed newsletter as well.  We  
understand that many may not have the right equipment to print in colour or may find it 
difficult to read a long document online but please do tell us. 

Thanks as always to the many contributors to our events and this newsletter.  The society 
is particularly grateful to All Saints PCC for printing our newsletters.

FINALLY
As we must “Stay at Home to Protect the NHS and Save Lives” we hope that you will all 
stay safe but not forget your interest in our history and will make the most of the 
resources on the internet and services like I-player. Try BBC2's 'Secrets of the Museum' for 
example. We will try to let you know of interesting sites and programmes. Also you could 
do worse than look at our list of publications plenty to keep the mind active there.  Any 
member living on their own perhaps without the internet who would like a serious history 
magazine to peruse do let me know I have a few from our subscription to BALH.

We are trying to find a way to print and distribute the hard copies to those without a PC.  
If you are aware of a member in this situation and can safely pass on a home printed copy 
that would certainly be appreciated.
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