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VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS

PROGRAMME
TUESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 7:30PM
SHOW AND TELL
This popular evening session is an opportunity to bring items of
interest in to show others, telling them about it or maybe seek
identification of something. You don't have to bring anything as
there is always something interesting produced. Nevertheless all
objects welcome. Last time we saw a painting and learnt a little
about local painter A S Hartrick amongst other things.
Venue: the Church of St Matthews, off Wandsworth Bridge Road,
SW6 2TX.
By Bus: 295 & 28 both pass the door, stop TK Oakbury Road is the
nearest.
By Tube: to Fulham Broadway and catch one of the buses above on Harwood Road.
So it is easily accessible to those from Shepherd's Bush, Hammersmith and Fulham.
FREE non-members £3 (Refreshments available for small contribution).
TUESDAY 7th JANUARY 7:00PM
ANNUAL BUFFET
After a series of Christmas events in pubs that were never quite
right we decided to host our own buffet. This has been popular with
those that attended but proved tricky for many because of diary
conflicts. The committee has decided this year to hold a buffet
again but in January when everyone is free of other activities. The
Committee will arrange some beverages and finger food (other
offers welcome). There will be a raffle (again offers of prizes welcome) and a quiz too.
Venue: Pryors Bank - entry through the park underpass or via All Saints Churchyard via
Church Gate (by Temperance Pub) if late.
www.fhhs.org.uk

REVIEW OF EVENTS
TUESDAY 9th JULY
METROPOLITAN POLICE HERITAGE CENTRE
We visited the museum of the Metropolitan Police where most of the
usual display of documents, uniforms, objects and medals telling their
story since they were established in 1829 had been displaced to show
the history and impact of women in the metropolitan force. We had a
guided tour of the exhibits in this one room museum and our
chairman brought along some of his police memorabilia some
connected to his ancestors.
BEAUFORT HOUSE ESTATE
We then walked round the Beaufort House Estate built in a plain
Arts and Crafts style in the early 1900's on the grounds of the South
Middlesex Rifle Volunteers and cherry orchards to designs by the
architect Walter Cave known for designing the Burberry's store,
Haymarket, and the 1934 extension to Fulham Town Hall. Again
personal connections were evident as Keith was born in a house
designed by Walter Cave.
A bonus was the discovery of the Atlas pub in Seagrave Road at the
end of the walk.
TUESDAY 6th AUGUST - A WALK AROUND HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE
Breaking with the tradition of a fallow period in the
summer the opportunity was taken for a walk around
Hammersmith Bridge whilst closed to traffic for structural
repairs. The statutory listed Grade 2* bridge was
designed by Sir Joseph Bazalgette, Chief Engineer to the
Metropolitan Board of Works also famous for the
embankment and sewer along the Thames. The bridge
opened in 1887 and has lasted well despite indifferent
maintenance. Similarly his sewer is only now being supplemented by the Thames Tideway
Super Sewer: clearly he planned ahead and over-engineered extra capacity in both.
The previous suspension bridge (see our logo) built in 1827 lasted barely half the period
to date although versions of this design are still to be found in Hungary and at Marlow in
Buckinghamshire.
Many non-members joined the walk after extensive publicity by the Council and as a result
copies of our Hammersmith Bridge publication are now in short supply!
This pleasant evening ended with a drink in the Blue Anchor on the Mall.
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TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER - HURLINGHAM: THE STORY OF THE HOUSE AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CLUB
Jane Kimber the former LBHF Archivist supported by Carrie Starren, the
Club Archivist, gave us a comprehensive and very well illustrated history
of the club and the buildings and estates it acquired including Broom
House and Mulgrave House. The change in sporting focus of the club –
pigeon shooting, cricket, ballooning, polo, croquet and tennis - rivalled
the Vicar of Bray as it survived changes in sports' popularity, the two
world wars and straightened times to be the exclusive and successful
club it is today.

TUESDAY 15th OCTOBER - THE LILLIE ENCLAVE: A HISTORY OF BRITISH INDUSTRY, ART,
CRAFT AND FUN WITHIN A QUARTER OF A MILE

Despite an abortive attempt to get the speaker's MacBook to talk to the projector this
proved to be an interesting subject with lots of material and illustrations. The transition of
the area from market gardens and pleasant houses through entrepreneurial adventures,
displaced nuns, semi industrialisation including brewing and distilling to manufacturing
aeroplanes in wartime and warehousing Rolls Royce cars was brought out. The abortive
canalisation of Counter's Creek and the growth of the railways both played a part.
Latterly, for much of the 20th Century it has been an adjunct to the Earls Court Exhibition
quarter with hotels taking the place of elegant villas. It has again begun to morph as the
redevelopment scheme is underway for the site of Earls Court Exhibition Centre, TFL's Lillie
Road Depot and surrounding area, over 70 acres, to be regenerated primarily as housing
with associated facilities. It also involves the demolition of the Victorian houses and
Piccadilly and Brompton Railway offices in Empress Place. A recent discovery is that 17
Empress Place, then known as 12 Richmond Gardens, is the birthplace of William
www.fhhs.org.uk

Hurlstone, a promising composer who died age 30 in 1906. He studied at the Royal
College of Music and was considered more promising than fellow composers including
Gustav Holst, Ralph Vaughan-Williams and Samuel Coleridge-Taylor amongst others. So as
residents fight to retain the buildings and character of the area and the CAPCO
redevelopment stalls the “Lillie enclave” will morph and adopt yet another character.

NOTES
PUBLICATIONS
Do look at our publications list on the website or Contact Sue Pierson on 020 7731 6544 or
email: sue@lancepierson.org postage will be 10% of the price or £1 minimum.
SUBSCRIPTIONS (Due 2 January 2020)
The committee thank all those who have raised standing orders and those who have paid
separately. A very special thanks to those who have deliberately overpaid or made
additional donations this is all a great help. If not a member already you can join at our
meetings or through the website, where you will also find our publications. Whilst we have
a substantial mailing list we cannot afford to send printed newsletters in future to those
that have not paid subs.
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
We already send our newsletter to all for whom we have an email address please let us
know by email (below) if you prefer to receive the printed newsletter as well. We
understand that many may not have the right equipment to print in colour or may find it
difficult to read a long document online but please do tell us as this may be the last time
we automatically send a printed copy. This will be an item at the next AGM.
Thanks as always to the many contributors to our events and this newsletter. The society
is particularly grateful to All Saints PCC for printing our newsletters.
Enquiries: fhhslist@gmail.com
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