
FULHAM & HAMMERSMITH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 

 NEWSLETTER  
No.147      Summer/Autumn 2019

VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS

PROGRAMME

TUESDAY, 9TH JULY, 11:00AM
METROPOLITAN POLICE HERITAGE CENTRE AND BEAUFORT HOUSE ESTATE 

We will visit the museum of the Metropolitan Police displaying documents, 
uniforms, objects and medals telling their story since they were established in 1829 
to meet the growing need for an organised police service for the London area.
We will then look at the nearby Beaufort House Estate built in a plain Art Nouveau 
style in the early 1900's on the grounds of the South Middlesex Rifle Volunteers 
and cherry orchards to designs by the architect Walter Cave known for designing 
the Burberry's store, Haymarket, and the 1934 extension to Fulham Town Hall. 
Meet 11:00am at: 

Museum Annexe Empress State Building, Lillie Road, Fulham, SW6 (Opposite Ongar Road)
Buses: 74 & 430 stop outside and the Ibis Hotel opposite.
Tube: West Brompton (underground: District line to Wimbledon and mainline).
Turn left out of station, approximately 100 yards on opposite side of Lillie Road.
FREE

TUESDAY, 6 AUGUST AT 7:00PM
A WALK AROUND HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE
Hammersmith Bridge, statutory listed Grade 2*, is hot in the news and looks as if it may be closed 
to traffic for up to 3 years due to structural defects. We will look at the bridge and our Chairman 
will tell us about its history and designer Sir Joseph Bazalgette, Chief Engineer to the Metropolitan 
Board of Works.
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There was a previous suspension bridge built in 1827 and there is another 'Hammersmith Bridge' in 
existence in Buckinghamshire and a much larger version in Hungary! Come along and find out 
where it is. We will then take a walk along Lower Mall and look at the many period houses along 
here. Afterwards, if you wish, sojourn to a local for refreshment.
Meet below the bridge on Lower Mall overlooking the Thames, a short walk from Hammersmith 
Broadway.
FREE

TUESDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM
HURLINGHAM: THE STORY OF THE HOUSE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CLUB

Many members and friends attended a guided tour of the 
club grounds and main building, this talk will give us more 
detail.  Jane Kimber the former LBHF Archivist supported 
by Carrie Starren, the Club Archivist, will expand on the 
history of the club and the buildings and estates it acquired 
including Broom House and Mulgrave House.
Venue: St Matthews church, on Wandsworth Bridge Road, 
corner of Rosebury Road SW6 2TX
By Bus: 295 & 28 both pass the door, stop TK Oakbury 
Road is the nearest.
By tube to Fulham Broadway and catch one of the buses above on Harwood Road.
FREE (£3 for non-members that includes refreshments).

TUESDAY, 15TH OCTOBER, 7.30PM
THE LILLIE ENCLAVE: A HISTORY OF BRITISH INDUSTRY, ART, CRAFT AND FUN 
WITHIN A QUARTER OF A MILE.

An illustrated talk on this interesting part of Fulham centred on 
Empress Place adjoining the now demolished Earls Court Exhibition 
Centre. This talk by Ann Kutek, who was involved in the fight to save 
Earls Court, and is still fighting to save the Victorian houses in 
Empress Place from demolition. Ann has spent most of her life a 
stones throw from either side of "Counters Creek".
Come and hear this talk on a lesser known part of Fulham.
Venue: St Matthews church, on Wandsworth Bridge Road, corner of 
Rosebury Road SW6 2TX
By Bus: 295 & 28 both pass the door, stop TK Oakbury Road is the 
nearest.
By tube to Fulham Broadway and catch one of the buses above on 
Harwood Road.
FREE (£3 for non-members that includes refreshmenst).

OTHER EVENTS

TATE BRITAIN UNTIL 11 AUG
THE ’VAN GOGH IN LONDON’ EXHIBITION 
This exhibition contains paintings by artists in London whom he admired including Archibald 
Hartrick who lived in Clancarty Road in Fulham in the studio house next to South Park. In the 
exhibition is a male nude by Hartrick lent by H&F Archives – mentioned in Kath's talk on the 
archive.  If you came to ‘Show and Tell’ last November, one of the church members showed a 
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crucifixion painting by Hartrick and talked about him. Also Hartrick was a member of St 
Matthew’s. 
360 bus or Victoria line tube to Pimlico.

SATURDAY 6 JULY 
PARSON'S GREEN FAIR
A lively,now annual, event on the Green.  There will be stands from a variety of local organisations, 
traders and charities as well as the usual amusements and refreshments. 

WEDNESDAY 7 AUGUST 
ACTORS, OARSMEN AND ARTISTS – HISTORIC HAMMERSMITH
Full details at http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/page3.html
 
MUSEUM OF LONDON: DOCKLANDS
LONDON’S SECRET RIVERS ON NOW UNTIL 27 OCTOBER.
A fascinating look at the many secret rivers which ran into the Thames, most of which are now 
incorporated into the sewers.  The nearest ones to us are the Wandle and Beverley Brook, which are 
more easy to follow than most as they are not enclosed.  There are plans in some areas to try and 
uncover some of the rivers to add new features to the city. There are lots of objects found in the 
water from down the centuries and modern art works inspired by water.
Thoroughly recommended and the restaurant serves excellent food!
Nearest station: 
West India Quay on the DLR.  Canary Wharf (DLR and Jubilee) is a slightly longer walk.

REVIEW OF EVENTS

TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2019 – LBHF ARCHIVES KATH SHAWCROSS, ARCHIVIST 
Kath outlined recent developments and future plans. 
The most important news is that the main archives 
are now accessible online
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/libraries/local-studies-and-
archives .  Further work is continuing on collections 
of photographs and some of the vast card index. 
Kath then treated us to some examples from the 
collection such as William Morris's pipe and 
satchel.  Interestingly the collection contains many 
works of art and many of these are now available through the ArtUK national website: 
 https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/view_as/grid/search/keyword:hammersmith/page/3#artwork-
undefined One item a sketch by Archibald Hartrick is on loan to the Tate Van Gogh exhibition.

The archives also contain a wealth of maps, deeds, plans and 
documents such as this plan of Nicholson's yard at 
Hammersmith Creek.  The drainage plans are a valuable 
resource for architects and surveyors. Local newspapers are 
held on microfilm but help will probably be needed to use 
the viewers. Do visit the Archives at Hammersmith Library 
preferably on Monday or Tuesday when the Archivist is 
there.  At other times the local history collection of reference 
books is accessible and this includes the electoral registers 
and some census.
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TUESDAY 19 MARCH 
48th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Minutes of the 47th AGM were agreed  and signed by Chairman.
The Annual Report (in Spring 2019 newsletter) was approved unanimously.
Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet were presented.  Major items being the cost of venues 
and the printing and distribution of newsletters. Although printing cost had been significantly 
reduced through use of All Saints Parish Office. From the floor it was suggested that the newsletters 
be emailed rather than posted as postage is the main cost. This will be investigated.
Chairman and Committee members were all re-elected. There were no other nominations.
Niel Redpath was again elected as Independent Examiner
The issue of venues was discussed but with no strong feelings expressed is was agreed to select 
appropriate venues as in the past.
Full copy of the minutes and statement of accounts available to members on application to 
fhhslist@gmail.com .

GUNNERSBURY PARK: THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE BY VAL BOTT
Val Bott took us through the story of this estate 
from mediaeval farm, through formal 17th 
century garden, a landscape remodelled by 18th 
century owners, investment in large suburban 
villas, by regency entrepreneurs and the heyday 
under the Rothschilds. The estate was purchased 
to become a public park in the 1920s, survived 
wartime use as a gunsite and has recently 
undergone a major refurbishment costing over 
£20 millon. The estate is once more a park and 
has a museum and venue for public events – well 
worth a visit. Val did not disappoint, a great talk 

and she is also co-author, with James Wisdom, of a concise history Gunnersbury Park  ISBN 
9781785511325. 

17 APRIL 2019
VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE
We had an excellent visit to the National Archive 
encompassing a tour of the amazing storage areas, 
the layout of the building and a set of specially 
retrieved records pertaining to LBHF.  A great 
visit and we are greatful to our guide Richard 
Groocock, ably assisted by Eleanor.  We followed 
with a tasty lunch in the cafe.
PS: note the heron in Jane B-D's snap of the 
building.
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NEWSLETTERS
At the AGM it was proposed that members could opt to receive the Newsletter by email thus saving 
the Society postage and some printing costs.  Whilst it is understood that some members do not 
have computers or the internet and some that do may not have colour printers, it is a sensible option 
for those that have the facilities.  It would also be good to know that we are  doing our bit for the 
environment. Please let us know at fhhslist@gmail.com if you would like your newsletter by email 
only we will then trial this for the next edition.

NOTES
PUBLICATIONS
Do look at our publications list on the website or Contact Sue Pierson on 020 7731 6544 or email: 
sue@lancepierson.org postage will be 10% of the price or £1 minimum.

SUBSCRIPTIONS (Due 2 January 2019)
The committee thank all those who have raised standing orders and those who have paid separately. 
A very special thanks to those who have deliberately overpaid or made additional donations this is 
all a great help.  If not a member already you can join at our meetings or through the website, where 
you will also find our publications. Whilst we have a substantial mailing list we cannot afford to 
send printed newsletters in future to those that have not paid subs. Queries: fhhslist@gmail.com    
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