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VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS

PROGRAMME

TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2019 – 7:30PM
KATH SHAWCROSS, LBHF ARCHIVIST ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN ARCHIVE SERVICE 
Kath took over the Archives from a succession of short term appointees shortly after the move to 
Hammersmith Library. Having consolidated the improvements in access from the move she is now 
embarking on measures to digitise some of the peripheral indexes to aid research.  Kath brings a 
great deal of experience to the post and this should be an interesting talk as she outlines future 
developments with some lovely slides of lesser known parts of the collection.
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/libraries/local-studies-and-archives 

St Clements Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 6DS (near corner of Crabtree Lane)
Buses: 74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside), 190, 211, 295 (stop nearby in Lillie Road)
FREE (Non-members £3 includes refreshments)
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TUESDAY 19 MARCH – 7:30PM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FOLLOWED BY VAL BOTT ON GUNNERSBURY PARK 

48th AGM  AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the 47th AGM
3. Annual Report (see below)
4. Hon.Treasurer's Report and Balance Sheet
5. Election of Officers and Committee
6. Election of the Independent Examiner
7. Suitability of venues
8. Any other Business

NOMINATIONS for officers and committee (new members especially) are invited and can be made 
at the AGM or to any Committee member prior to the meeting. New Committee members are 
eagerly sought.

VENUES Comment is requested on suitability of recent venues.
 St Clement's is affordable, informal but limited by its nursery decoration and best avoided 

on match days. It has been our regular venue for several years.
 St Matthew's offers an alternative also affordable and convenient for bus 295 from 

Shepherds Bush, Hammersmith and Fulham
 Jessie Milne Centre at Fulham Palace – good smart facilities but limited to 25-30 and also 

much more expensive: not a winter venue with the long dark walk from tube or bus
 Alternatives checked out in Hammersmith appear to be very expensive too.

ANNUAL REPORT for the year ending 31st March, 2018
Events during the year included 2 talks on the Archaeology and the Panorama of the Thames, a 
sunny evening walk at St Peter's Square Hammersmith and down to the Thames, visits to Kensal 
Green Cemetery, Emery Walker's House and the Mithraic Temple and St Stephen's at Walbrook.    
The society was also represented at the West London History Conference in March after the last 
AGM.

GUNNERSBURY PARK: THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE
Renowned local historian Val Bott will tell the 
story of this estate from mediaeval farm, through 
formal 17th century garden, a landscape 
remodelled by 18th century owners, investment 
by large suburban villas, by regency entrepreneurs 
and the heyday under the Rothschilds. The estate 
was purchased to become a public park in the 
1920s and has recently undergone a major 
refurbishment costing over £20 millon. Val is co-author, with James Wisdom, of a handsomely 
illustrated concise history, published by Scala Books in 2018. Copies of the book will be available 
at the meeting at £6.95.

St Clements Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 6DS (near corner of Crabtree Lane)
Buses: 74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside), 190, 211, 295 (stop nearby in Lillie Road)
FREE (Non-members £3 includes refreshments)
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LATE APRIL 2019
VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE
We are planning to have a visit to the TNA including access to the storage area behind the scenes.  It 
will be meeting at TNA at 11:00am through to lunchtime, good cafe there, and there will be room 
for upto 12.  We expect a charge of £10 per head for this visit. Contact janebowdendan@aol.com  if 
interested.
Tube: District line to Kew Gardens; car parking also available.

TUESDAY 6:30PM 21 MAY 2019 -
A WALKING HISTORY OF IMPERIAL WHARF

From Sandford Manor Estate, to Imperial Gas Company, to 
modern housing development in less than 200 years. Keith our 
Chairman will guide us around this area giving an insight into 
its busy past and the changes that have ensued. A cypher for 
what has happened to our borough in this period. The gasholder 
pictured is reputed to be the oldest in the world dating from the 
late 1920's.
Meet outside Tescos near the Imperial Wharf Overground 
Station on Townmead Road for this FREE tour.

Buses: C3 and 391 stop nearby. By Car: There is parking nearby although not free.
Overground: is convenient for West Brompton, Olympia and Shepherd's Bush or Clapham Junction. 

TUESDAY 10:30AM 4 JUNE 2019
“ALBERTOPOLIS” A WALKING TOUR OF THE MUSEUM, ARTS AND EDUCATION HUB 
INSTIGATED BY THE ROYAL CONSORT

Annika Hall an experienced guide will lead us around this world 
famous cluster of Museums, a University, the RCM,  Albert Hall 
and more.  This should be a fascinating tour and an opportunity to 
learn more about the institutions we visit. We will meet at 1030 
outside the Cromwell Road entrance to the V&A museum.  This 
is a fairly gentle walk and will take in all the key buildings and aim 
to finish in time for lunch at any of the many venues nearby. There 
will be a charge of £15, payment in advance to the Treasurer at our 
meetings or at 49 St Peter's Terrace, London, SW6 7JS. 

Buses: 14, 414, 430, 74 to South Ken or 9 to Royal Albert Hall
Tube: District and Picadilly lines to South Kensington.

OTHER EVENTS
SATURDAY 30 MARCH 2019 10:00AM-4:30PM
WEST LONDON LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE – THEME ENTERTAINMENT
This annual themed day of talks and exhibits will take place at University of West London, Boston 
Manor Road, Brentford, TW8 9GB.  Tickets £15 available from Keith Whitehouse, 
fulhammoat@gmail.com For the packed programme of events see the panel below.

SATURDAY 1 JUNE 2019 10:30AM-4:30PM
BALH – LOCAL HISTORY DAY
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square LONDON WC1R 4RL - £25 for members.
https://www.balh.org.uk/uploads/files/BALH_LHD_leaflet_2019_large.pdf  
Contact fhhslist@gmail.com for membership number and form if you wish to attend.
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DOCKLANDS HISTORY GROUP
SATURDAY 18 MAY 2019 – CONFERENCE – MEDIAEVAL PORT OF LONDON
WEDNESDAY 7 AUGUST 2019 - ACTORS, OARSMEN AND ARTISTS – HISTORIC 
HAMMERSMITH
Full details at http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 

REVIEW OF EVENTS

TUESDAY 17 JULY 2018 – 7:00PM  GERALD CALLCOTT HORSLEY, ARCHITECT 
Dr Howard Bailes formerly of St Paul's Girls' School 
Hammersmith gave us an insight into the architect who was also 
an artist, publicist and co-founder of the Art Workers’ Guild.   A 
fellow of RIBA and President of the Architectural Association he 
lived from 1862 to 1917 and believed 'that all the arts were inter-
related and formed a unity'. His buildings aimed to be both 
attractive and useable; we heard how he achieved this at St Paul's 
Girls School in Brook Green. 

https://www.revolvy.com/page/Gerald-Horsley 

MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2018 - EMERY WALKER'S HOUSE
Two groups visited 7 Hammersmith Terrace the former home of English engraver and printer 
Emery Walker.  The house was furnished  in an Arts and Crafts style, including work by his friends 
William Morris and others. Even the garden is interesting. Some members found it hard to get to so 
apologies for not giving more complete travel advice.  Nevertheless those who made it had a 
fascinating visit and Susan Richards led a walk along the Thames to Chiswick Church for the more 
determined of the first group.  http://www.emerywalker.org.uk/house 

TUESDAY 9 OCTOBER 2018 - MITHRAIC TEMPLE & ST STEPHEN'S WALBROOK
This proved to be an interesting visit that 
spanned the centuries from the Romans 
to the present day.  We met as arranged 
by Susan Richards at the Bloomberg 
Centre, one of the latest spectacular city 
office buildings.  Underneath this 21st 

Century creation lies the Roman Mithraic 
Temple. We explored the visitor centre at 
ground level then descended to the 
basement with an explanatory tableau on 
the stairs and displays below then into 
the temple itself with its foundations, 
hologram display and audio experience 
that took us back to Roman times. 

Climbing up to the daylight we emerged onto Walbrook its history 
anchored in the Roman and mediaeval city and on the line of the ancient 
eponymous river.  On the other side of Walbrook we entered St Stephen's 
which dates to 1672 with even earlier predecessors the first of which is believed to have been built 
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on the remains of the Mithraic Temple.  The present church, the third, was designed by Wren after 
the Fire of London and regarded by Pevsner as one of the 10 best buildings in Britain.  Its glorious 
proportions and dome are in contrast to the decorative pulpit and the modern central altar by Henry 
Moore.  Leaving the church to prepare for its lunchtime concert we completed our visit with lunch 
in the Sir John Hawkshaw on Canon Street station. (Hawkshaw was a renowned railway and civil 
engineer).
https://www.londonmithraeum.com/ https://ststephenwalbrook.net/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hawkshaw 

TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2018 – 7:30PM - SHOW-AND-TELL
Members and guests shared their ‘treasures’ on Tuesday 13 November at St Matthew’s church.  
There was a wonderful array of interesting objects which included a glass fish and an urn made at 
Fulham pottery;  a Roman tile from the Thames; a school skipping medal;  a mystery object which 
could be a large netsuke;  a painting by local artist A.S Hartrick, 2 books of water colour sketches 
and several other things.  St Matthew’s hall was a comfortable and well lit location but the 
disadvantage was the rush hour traffic in Wandsworth Bridge Road!  This is the third ‘Show and 
Tell’ we have held which have proved very popular.  Do look out your treasures for another time.

TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2018 - CHRISTMAS BUFFET
A small group of us enjoyed some festive nibbles and drinks at Pryor’s Bank courtesy of  Vernon 
and All Saints’ church.  The quiz on London landmarks had some people stumped and the raffle had 
some lovely prizes!  It raised £37 to cover some of the cost of the evening.  The committee were 
sorry that the number who came was rather small – they were half of the number.  It would be 
helpful to know why people didn’t come as we are wondering whether to lay on a Christmas party 
another year. Would January be better?  Please email Sue at sue@lancepierson.org
  

NOTES
PUBLICATIONS
Do look at our publications list on the website or Contact Sue Pierson on 020 7731 6544 or email: 
sue@lancepierson.org postage will be 10% of the price or £1 minimum.

SUBSCRIPTIONS (Due 2 January 2019)
The committee thank all those who have raised standing orders and those who have paid separately. 
A very special thanks to those who have deliberately overpaid or made additional donations this is 
all a great help.  If not a member already you can join at our meetings or through the website, where 
you will also find our publications. Whilst we have a substantial mailing list we cannot afford to 
send printed newsletters in future to those that have not paid subs. Queries: fhhslist@gmail.com 
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