
FULHAM & HAMMERSMITH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

No.140 NEWSLETTER WINTER

VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS
PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER AT 7PM

CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE PLOUGH & HARROW (WETHERSPOONS), KING 
STREET, HAMMERSMITH, W6 (NEAR HAMMERSMITH TOWN HALL)

See enclosed booking form, forward to the Chairman with a deposit of £3 made out to 'Fulham & 
Hammersmith Historical Society' to 85 Rannoch Road, Hammersmith, W6 9SX NOT the pub by 
Monday, 5 December.
Nearest underground is Ravenscourt Park or Hammersmith, take any bus along King Street from 
Hammersmith Bus Station.
Further details if required from Keith Whitehouse, 7385 3723, 07787952842 or email, 
fulhammoat@gmail.com
 
Hope to see you there, this a good opportunity to meet other like minded people if you are a new 
member.

TUESDAY 7 FEBRUARY AT 7.30PM

'MR ALBERT SMITH'S ASCENT OF MONT BLANC' - ILLUSTRATED TALK BY KEITH 
WHITEHOUSE.

Albert Smith (1816-1860) was a celebrated novelist and showman who during his lifetime was as 
famous as his friend Charles Dickens. Smith was born in Chertsey in 1816 the Son of the local 
doctor. He himself qualified as a doctor and dentist and set up a practice in Percy Street off 
Tottenham Court Road. But his passion was theatricals and writing which he eventually did full 
time. He initially became popular with the public through his comic novels. From boyhood he had a 
passion for wanting to climb Mont Blanc which was believed to be a difficult climb due to the 
number of fatalities. He achieved this in 1852 to much public acclaim. He wrote a book and hired 
the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, opposite the Royal Academy, where he performed a monologue, a one 
man show. This became a sensation and led to the Times newspaper stating a 'perfect Mont Blanc 
mania pervades the minds of our fellow countrymen'. The show was so popular that Queen Victoria 
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and the royal children attended as did the Duke of Wellington. Smith was invited to private 
performances at Windsor Castle by the Queen and Prince Albert. 
Smith did other monologues including 'Mont Blanc to China' after a visit to Hong Kong, China and 
the forbidden city. In 1857 he came to live in Fulham at North End Lodge, North End Road near St 
John's Church, Walham Green. Smith overworked, caught a chill, got pnuemonia and died at just 
44. He is buried in Brompton Cemetery where his overgrown grave may still be seen.

Come and hear this talk on this fascinating man who is almost forgotten except by collectors of 
entertainment memorabilia.

IIlustrated with slides and items of ephemera including letters, a Mont Blanc fan and a plate you 
could buy at the Egyptian Hall.

Place: St Clement's Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 (near corner of Crabtree Lane)
Buses: 74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside), 190, 211, 295, (stop nearby in Lillie Road).

FREE

MARCH

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM will be held at the end of March with a guest speaker as usual at St Clement's Church 
Hall.
Further details in the Spring Newsletter.

REVIEW OF EVENTS

TEA PARTY AT ROSE COTTAGE, CRABTREE LANE
September 4th saw us gathered in the garden of Jane Ashley's charming home. After an initial 
Extraordinary General Meeting to confirm Niel Redpath as Auditor. Jane kindly provided some 
refreshments and Keith provided a little background history.  Not much is known in detail but it is 
believed to have been a part of Crabtree Farm. After a number of extensions and alterations and an 
earlier life as a garden centre it is now a splendid home with delightful and substantial gardens, a 
veritable oasis tucked between the rows of Victorian houses.  Our thanks to Jane for allowing us 
into her home.

VISIT TO THE HURLINGHAM CLUB 10 OCTOBER 
No doubt we could have filled this visit several times 
over as it was very popular.  We were treated to a tour 
of the grounds and main rooms by Stephen the Estates 
Manager to understand not only the current use of the 
extensive grounds and how they are kept in good 
condition but also the history and the architecture. 
Notable were the Black Swans (native to Australia), a 
splendid fountain, the glorious view of the main house 
from the Thames side lawns but also the Lutyens 
modifications to the domestic areas that flank the 
main entrance.  To complete our tour, a quick 

diversion to see the site of the former Broom House home of Charlotte Sulivan followed by tea and 
biscuits with a view over the lawns to the Thames. We are all grateful to the Hurlingham Club for 



the visit.

SHOW & TELL 15 NOVEMBER
20 people sitting in a circle showed their treasures and talked about them with great success. The 
objects ranged from things found on the Thames foreshore to medals given to a Victorian school 
girl for perfect attendance; from a bullet found near Wormwood Scrubs to a peat cutting shovel 
from Yorkshire and things found in attics which shouldn’t have been there! It was a sort of DIY 
Antiques Roadshow without the valuations. The objects were laid on tables so during the final half 
hour we could handle them and ask questions of the owners. It was totally fascinating because of 
the rich variety of the ‘exhibits'. We will certainly be doing this again so do look out your treasures 
for next time.

Go to our website  www.fhhs.org.uk to see details of all our publications and sign up for 
our blog.

http://www.fhhs.org.uk/


KEITH by  
5 Dec


