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NEWSLETTER

SUMMER/AUTUMN 2016

I do hope that members like the new style Newsletter with colour illustrations. It is edited by
John Hampshire and printed by All Saint's Church, Fulham, we are very grateful to them.
If there is a particular talk, walk or event you would like us to put on or to give a talk yourself
then please contact the Chairman or any Committee member. ( fhhslist@gmail.com )
Enjoy the summer and we look forward to seeing you all at the tea party at Rose Cottage on
September 4 (see below).
PROGRAMME
VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS
SUNDAY 4 SEPTEMBER FROM 3-5PM
TEA PARTY AT ROSE COTTAGE, CRABTREE LANE, by kind permission of Jane Ashley.
It is uncertain when Rose Cottage was built but may date back to the 18th century. It appears
to be part of Crabtree Farm that was owned by the Matyear family from the 18th century until
1910 when the last member died and it was sold at auction to Allen & Norris to be developed
as the Crabtree Estate. Rannoch Road being the principal road. Rose Cottage survived and
has a large front garden and even more extensive rear garden. In the 1970's it became the
Crabtree Gardens Nursery established by Belita (Maria Belita Jepson-Turner,1923-2005) the
celebrated Olympic skater, ballerina, dancer and Hollywood film actress and her husband
James Berwick a film and television actor (Coronation Street, Father Ted, Minder). Belita was
world famous as a skater known by her fans as the 'Ice Maiden'. Prominent in the 1930's to
1950's and made films until the early 1960's. She also skated at the Empress Hall
(Demolished late1950's), Earls Court that was in Fulham. In 1941, as a Hollywood star, she
was earning $2,000 a week. (Look online 'Belita' including videos of her skating). By the
1980's business declined with the opening of the Fulham Palace Garden Centre and finally
closed. The cottage was purchased by Jane Ashley daughter of Laura Ashley who needs no
introduction. Jane has kindly offered to host the garden party.
Rose Cottage, 42 Crabtree Lane, SW6 6LW (near Rannoch Road)
Buses 74,220,424,430 (stop outside St Clement's Church Hall 3 minutes walk away)
190,211,295 (stop nearby in Lillie Road)
Parking: street parking free on Sunday's
FREE
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING, ROSE COTTAGE, CRABTREE LANE at 3PM
Prior to the tea party there will be an EGM to elect Niel Redpath as Independent Examiner
(auditor).

TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER AT 2PM
VISIT TO THE HURLINGHAM CLUB, RANELAGH GARDENS, SW6 3PR
Now the home of the exclusive Hurlingham
Club founded in 1869, it stands within 42
acres. Built in 1760 as Hurlingham House by
Dr William Cadogan a notable physician and
child specialist it was added to in 1799 by the
architect George Byfield for the owner, John
Ellis, a wealthy plantation owner in the West
Indies. The grounds were landscaped by
Humphrey Repton the celebrated landscape
gardener. Later occupants were Lord
Egremont; Marquis Wellesley (brother of the
Duke of Wellington); Euseby Cleaver,
Archbishop of Dublin (known in Fulham as the
"mad archbishop") and John Palmer,
Governor of the Bank of England. Acquired by
Frank Heathcote as a pigeon shooting club many other sporting activities followed. In 1874
the freehold was purchased and Polo was introduced from India. It lost its polo fields after
WWII, Polo Field No.1 becoming
Hurlingham Park. In the 1900's at its
height ballooning was introduced and a
gas main was laid on from Fulham
Gasworks. Putney Bridge & Fulham
Underground Station was renamed
Putney Bridge & Hurlingham in 1902
becoming just Putney Bridge in 1932.
During WWI it was a balloon depot for
training pilots. The Club acquired
Mulgrave House with its lake and in
1911 Broom House (both now
demolished), the home of the late Miss
Sulivan (See the FHHS publication by Sue Pierson), adding to its extensive gardens. Today
it's an exclusive social and sports club with a huge waiting list for membership. We shall see
the principal rooms and walk around the extensive gardens overlooking the Thames.
Members must book in advance by submitting their name and address to the Chairman,
Keith Whitehouse, by Friday 7 October (fulhammoat@gmail.com - 0207385 3723 07787952842)
Meet at entrance to The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, SW6 3PR ( 5 minute walk from
Putney Bridge, follow Ranelagh Gardens to the very end, adjoining Napier Avenue and
Rivermead Court).
Undergound; Putney Bridge (District Line - Wimbledon)
Buses: 39, 85, 93, 270 stop outside Putney Bridge Station
14, 22, 74, 220, 430 stop on Putney Bridge
Car: Pay & Display
FREE

TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM
SHOW & TELL
A members evening: Bring up to 3 old objects which mean a lot to you and tell us about them.
We know that many of you will have interesting collections or just items that are unusual.
Maybe you have something unidentified, perhaps one of the members can help. Don't be shy,
this will be quite informal and hopefully interesting for everyone. Never mind if you have
nothing to show come along and enjoy what others have brought.
St Clements Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 6DS (near corner of Crabtree Lane)
Buses:
74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside)
190, 211, 295 (stop nearby in Lillie Road)
TUESDAY 6 OR WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER
EVENING MEAL CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE RAILWAY (Wetherspoons), PUTNEY HIGH
STREET/UPPER RICHMOND ROAD (opposite Putney Station)
This is a provisional date, full details in next Newsletter
REVIEW OF EVENTS
PLAYED IN HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM
On Tuesday 10 May we had a most interesting talk from Simon
Inglis that had us all absorbed. After a brief introduction to his
subject and to sport in London we were then treated to
interesting facts and anecdotes about sporting buildings, sites
and clubs. How the rivalry between the two builders who created
Craven Cottage and Stamford Bridge grounds in fact spawned 4
successful football clubs. The first floodlit sports match in Britain
was a polo tournament in Fulham. So it continued - all this and
more is the subject of his English Heritage book Played in
London ISBN 978-1-84802-057-3. Perhaps we can persuade
him to return and cover the White City and its tournaments.
FROM PALACE TO PRISON – A WALK AROUND FULHAM OLD
TOWN
On the evening of Tuesday 14 June we were guided by Keith
Whitehouse, our Chairman, around the area of the old High
Street. Starting at the Eight Bells taking in the site of the wooden
Fulham Bridge and the ferry crossing, through the pedestrian
underpass to see the new mural and via the churchyard and
cemetery to the Fulham war memorial garden where a plaque
commemorates a Victoria Cross winner. Then past the
Temperance billiard hall now ironically a pub and to the north.
We noted the former All Saints CofE Primary school, now a private prep, and crossing over
the High Street to Rigault Road Keith pointed out the rising land that had been part of Fulham
Palace's defences. Fulham as well as a palace had a prison, for women, some interesting
buildings still survive. Turning to the south we passed the last remaining kiln of Fulham

Pottery, ending where we began in the Eight Bells for refreshment. The Eight Bells name is
thought to relate to the addition to All Saints peel of bells in 1727. The pub on this site is first
recorded in 1629 as The Bell.
SUMMER TEA PARTY
Sunday 24 July saw us at Sue and Lance Pierson's home where we had tea, scones and
cake. A great chance to catch up and compare notes. Our thanks to our generous hosts.
Sue despite her busy life has taken over running our publications for sale and indeed has
written a couple of them herself.

Go to our website www.fhhs.org.uk to see details of all our publications particularly those
relating to the High St area –
Fulham Bridge 1729-1886 by G & M Dewe
Quest for the Golden Lion by John J Murray

