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PROGRAMME

VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO OUR MEETINGS

Monday 14 December 7pm
Christmas Meal – URGENT - Book NOW
As Christmas approaches we start to think of the party season. The society usually gets together for 
a meal and ALL are welcome. After a busy year with some good outings and talks it will be good to 
get together.  This year it has been decided to hold the meal at the Rocket in Putney which is 
literally just over the Putney Bridge and slightly downstream.  A smart modern venue that has a 
good reputation and a terrific setting. Easily reached by bus (including 14,74,220,430 or 414, 22 
stop on the Fulham side) or by tube to Putney Bridge or East Putney.
The details as follows:  Main meal and drink £9.49 (Choice of turkey and trimmings or vegetarian 
Wellington or salmon fillet) followed by Christmas pudding (£2.25) or caramel cheesecake (£2.10). 
Book your place with Sue Pierson by sending your choice and a £3 deposit by Monday 7 
December. After that, it will be too late! (Further details from Sue on 020 7731 6544 and cheques 
payable to VS Pierson to 48 Peterborough Road, SW6 3EB.)

Tuesday 16 February 7:30pm
Palace Foreshores
This talk by Nathalie Cohen Head of Community Archaeology at the Museum of London 
Archaeology ( www.mola.org.uk ) will discuss discoveries made during investigations by the 
Thames Discovery Programme on the inter-tidal zone in London, including Richmond, Fulham, the 
Tower of London and Greenwich. The Thames has been central to London and its development 
through the centuries. A fascinating subject and we are lucky to have Nathalie to present the 
discoveries; one not to be missed.
Place: St Clements Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 (near corner of Crabtree Lane,) Buses 
74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside), 190, 211, 295, (stop nearby in Lillie Road).

March 
Annual General Meeting
We are currently trying to secure a speaker to cover an important area of local history so this may 
dictate the date.  Details will be promulgated on the website and in the Spring Newsletter.
Place: St Clements Church Hall, Fulham Palace Road, SW6 (near corner of Crabtree Lane,) Buses 
74, 220, 424, 430 (stop outside), 190, 211, 295, (stop nearby in Lillie Road).

OTHER EVENTS
Saturday 12 December 1030-1215
Fulham Palace Young Archaeologists Club – Ancient Celebrations
Book online at:
http://www.fulhampalace.org/events/young-archaeologists-club-ancient-celebrations/ 

http://www.fulhampalace.org/events/young-archaeologists-club-ancient-celebrations/
http://www.mola.org.uk/


REVIEW OF EVENTS

Thursday 2 July
Diet, Dirt & Discipline – Medical Development in Nelson’s Navy
On 2 July a sizeable group from the FHHS and Fulham Palace heard a fascinating 
illustrated talk by our medical and naval historian Jane Bowden-Dan in the splendid 
facility that is the Jessie Milne Education Centre at Fulham Palace. We were 
enlightened about the conditions on board Naval ships at the time in peace and war. 
This included the shocking statistics on deaths from sickness and injury and how scurvy was 
defeated with fruit. We learned of Nelson’s career and his relationship with Lady Hamilton and of 
their brief home together at Merton before leaving for his final campaign that culminated in his 
death at Trafalgar.

Saturday, 18 July at 2.30pm
NATIONAL TRUST TOUR - NELSON'S PARADISE MERTON
As a bonus a small group went to visit Morden Hall Park on the 18 July. It is a National Trust site 
that includes the location of Nelson’s long demolished home. There was little trace of the building 
but one could understand the attraction of such a pleasant location not too far from London. The 
group were conducted by a National Trust guide.

Saturday, 22 August at 2pm
VISIT TO HOGARTH HOUSE & CHISWICK CHURCH
Val Bott's talk at our AGM was so well received that it was 
decided to visit again since our last visit in 2012.  The Grade I 
listed country home of the painter, engraver and satirist William 
Hogarth.  Built about 1700 the house has been extensively 
refurbished. Rescued and opened as a museum in 1904, it 
contains new displays on Hogarth's life and work and some 
rooms are furnished in period style. Hogarth is buried in nearby 
Chiswick Churchyard. Yet again the elusive church was not 
accessible despite the best of efforts in arranging and confirming 
this visit.

22 September
SOLDIERS AND SUFFRAGETTES: The Photography of Christina Broom (MoL Docklands) 

Anna Sparham the exhibition curator  address the Fulham and Hammersmith 
Historical Society about Christina Bloom. She is regarded as the UK's first female 
press photographer. With creativity and a bold pioneering spirit she took the 
camera to the streets and captured thousands of images of people and events in 
London, revealing unique observations of the city at the start of the 20th century. 
The talk was fascinating, not just presenting the evidence of her photographs but 
giving an insight into how she was able to have the confidence of her subjects and 
gain the support of Senior Army Officers and Royalty to give her access. A really 

engaging talk so relevant to us as she worked from Munster Road.  Many thanks to the Museum of 
London and to Anna Sparham for giving up her evening. 

Sunday, October 4 at 2pm
ALBERT MEMORIAL
Six FHHS members joined the public tour (for about 20 in all) of the Sculptures of the Albert 
Memorial, Kensington Gardens.  This memorial was commissioned by Queen Victoria following 
the early death from typhoid of her beloved husband, Albert, in 1861.  Sir George Gilbert Scott’s 
ornate, gothic-revival memorial epitomises confident High Victorian style and cost – the equivalent 



of £10 million today – was met by public subscription.

This layer cake of a monument 
contains so much detail and 
symbolism.   The fine marble 
‘frieze of Parnassus’ forms its base.  
The frieze carries 80 figures of: 
sculptors (west face), poets & 
composers (south), painters (east), 
and architects (north).  We were 
able to examine this close up thanks to the tour.  There are four marble groups on the projecting 
corners (Agriculture, Commerce, Engineering & Manufactures; each created by a different 
sculptor).  At the outer corners there are four more groups representing: Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
America. 

The gilt-bronze statue of Albert as a Knight of the Garter (by J.H. Foley) has him 
seated and holding the Catalogue to the Great Exhibition of 1851, which he had 
helped to mastermind.

The top parts of the ciborium or canopy are abundantly adorned with Portland stone 
and Salviati glass mosaics designed by Clayton & Bell. This is supported by pillars 
and niches with 8 statues representing the arts and sciences  The tower has 8 statues 
of moral and Christian Virtues topped with angels and a cross. 

ST PAULS CATHEDRAL
Sadly the proposed visit to St Pauls was cancelled as too few could attend or manage the 141 steps 
to the Triforium.

Please visit our website and click top right to obtain regular emails showing our posts and events.
www.fhhs.org.uk 

Chairman:  Keith Whitehouse

We welcome new Members. A modest subscription of £8 or £5 for full time students and seniors.
Hon Treasurer: Jo Brock, Flat 12, 43 Peterborough Road, SW6 3BT
Membership Enquiries to John Hampshire via the form on the website or fhhslist@gmail.com 
We publish our own pamphlets and books contact Sue Pierson at sue@lancepierson.org 
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